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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: amendment filed 8/29/2005 to the 
original application filed 10/22/2001 by Lucovsky et a! entitled "Schema-Based Services 
for Identity-Based Access to Calendar Data". 

2. The Office withdraws all previous rejections of the claims in light of the 
amendment. 

3. The Office has issued new rejections of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), in 
light of the amendment. See the rationale given below. 

4. Claims 4-23 are pending. Claims 4, 12 and 14 are independent. Claims 1-3 
have been canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Slaughter et al (US Patent No. 6,868.447, provisionally filed Jun. 5, 1998 and issued 
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Mar. 15, 2005, hereafter referred to as "Slaughter") in view of Lange et a! (US Patent 

No. 6,163,794, filed Oct. 23, 1998 and issued Dec. 19, 2000, hereafter referred to as 
"Lange"). 



Regarding independent claim 4, Slaughter discloses: 



In a computer network, a method comprising: 

receiving a request from a device ttaving a service running thereon 
using a service-to-service protocol to retrieve ... data from a data store, 
the request including associated identity information; (Fig. 6 in context of 
Figures 36-37) 

reading from the data store to obtain ... data in response to the 
request, wherein access to the data store is based on the associated 
identity information; (Fig. 20 in context of Abstract, and Figures 36-37) 

... , and including a defined schema for... data, the defined schema 
operable to be interpreted by the service running on the device; (Abstract) 
and 



However, Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 



... calendar... 
... calendar... ; 

constructing a calendar document including at least part of the 
requested calendar data, and including ... calendar... , ... ; and 

returning the calendar document to the device in response to the 
request. 



Lange, though, discloses: 



... calendar ... ; (col. 13 lines 29-26) 
... calendar... ; (col. 13 lines 29-26) 

constructing a calendar document including at least part of the 
requested calendar data, and including ... calendar... , ... ; (col. 13 lines 
29-26) and 
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returning the calendar document to the device in response to the 
request, (col. 13 lines 29-26 and Fig. 1) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 



Regarding claim 5, which is dependent upon claim 4: 

Slaughter further discloses: 

wherein the schema includes at least one defined field for 
extending the schema. (Abstract) 



Regarding claim 6, which is dependent upon claim 5: 
Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 



wherein the at least one defined field comprises data corresponding 
to a calendar item name. 



Lange, though, discloses: 

wherein the at least one defined field comprises data corresponding 
to a calendar item name. (col. 10 lines 20-63 in context of col. 13 lines 29- 
36) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 

Regarding claim 7, which is dependent upon claim 5: 

Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 

wherein the at least one defined field comprises data corresponding 
to a calendar item date, 

Lange, though, discloses: 

wherein the at least one defined field comprises data corresponding 
to a calendar item date, (coL 10 lines 20-63 in context of col. 13 lines 29- 
36) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 

Regarding claim 8, which is dependent upon claim 5: 
Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 
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wherein the at least one defined field comprises data corresponding 
to a calendar item duration. 

Lange, though, discloses: 

wherein the at least one defined field comprises data corresponding 
to a calendar item duration, (col. 10 lines 20-63 in context of col. 13 lines 
29-36) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 

Regarding claim 9, which is dependent upon claim 5: 

Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 

wherein the at least one defined field comprises data corresponding 
to a calendar item list of attendees, 

Lange, though, discloses: 

wherein the at least one defined field comprises data corresponding 
to a calendar item list of attendees, (col. 10 lines 20-63 in context of col. 
13 lines 29-36) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
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within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 

Regarding claim 10, which is dependent upon claim 5: 

Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 

wherein the at least one defined field comprises data corresponding . 
to a calendar item notification setting. 

Lange, though, discloses: 

wherein the at least one defined field comprises data corresponding 
to a calendar item notification setting, (col. 10 lines 20-63 in context of col. 
13 lines 29-36) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 

Regarding claim 11, which is dependent upon claim 5: 

Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 

wherein the at least one defined field comprises data corresponding 
to a calendar item priority setting, 

Lange, though, discloses: 
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wherein the at least one defined field comprises data corresponding 
to a calendar item priority setting, (col. 10 lines 20-63 in context of col. 13 
lines 29-36) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 



Claim 12 is directed to a computer readable medium having instructions to 
implement the method of claim 4. As such, this claim is substantially similar to claim 4, 
and therefore likewise rejected. 



Claim 13 is substantially similar to claim 5, and therefore likewise rejected. 



Regarding independent claim 14, Slaughter discloses: 



In a computer network, a method comprising: 

providing access to a network using a device, the access requiring 
associated identity information corresponding to the device; (Fig. 20 in 
context of Abstract) 

receiving a request for,,, data stored in a data store from a service 
accessible via the network using a service to service protocol, the request 
based on including the associated identity information; (Fig. 6 in context of 
Figures 36 and 37) 

determining if the request is an allowable request based on the 
associated identity information; (Fig. 20, especially #306) and 
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if the request is allowable, ... . (Fig. 20, especially #306) 



However, Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 



... , 

... calendar ... ; 
... ; and 

returning a calendar document to the device, the calendar 
document including having at least part of the requested calendar data, 
the calendar document including a schema associated with the service. 



Lange, though, discloses: 



... calendar... ; (col. 13 lines 29-36) 

... ; and 

returning a calendar document to the device, the calendar 
document including having at least part of the requested calendar data, 
the calendar document including a schema associated with the service. 
(col. 13 lines 29-36 and Fig. 1) 



It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 



Regarding claim 15, which is dependent upon claim 14: 
Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 

wherein the service comprises a calendar service. 
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Lange, though, discloses: 

wherein the service comprises a calendar service, (col. 1 3 lines 29- 

36) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 



Regarding claim 16, which is dependent upon claim 14: 
Slaughter further discloses: 

wherein the schema comprises a ... schema, (Abstract) 

However, Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 
... calendar . 

Lange, though, discloses: 

... calendar,.. . (col. 13 lines 29-36) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
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within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 



Regarding clainfi 17, which is dependent upon claim 14: 

Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 

manipulating the calendar data requested if the request is 
determined to be an allowable request, 

Lange, though, discloses: 

manipulating the calendar data requested if the request is 
determined to be an allowable request, (col. 10 lines 20-63 in context of 
col. 13 lines 29-36) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 

Regarding claim 18, which is dependent upon claim 17: 
Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 

wherein the manipulating comprises a query manipulation. 

Lange, though, discloses: 
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wherein the manipulating comprises a query manipulation, (col. 10 
lines 20-63 in context of col. 13 lines 29-36) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 

Regarding claim 19, which is dependent upon claim 17: 
Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 

wherein the manipulating comprises an insert manipulation, 

Lange, though, discloses: 

wherein the manipulating comprises an insert manipulation, (col. 10 
lines 20-63 in context of col. 13 lines 29-36) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 

Regarding claim 20, which is dependent upon claim 17: 
Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 
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wherein the manipulating comprises a delete manipulation. 

Lange, though, discloses: 

wherein the manipulating comprises a delete manipulation, (col. 10 
lines 20-63 in context of col. 13 lines 29-36) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 

Regarding claim 21, which is dependent upon claim 17: 
Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 

wherein the manipulating comprises an update manipulation, 

Lange, though, discloses: 

wherein the manipulating comprises an update manipulation. (coL 
10 lines 20-63 in context of col. 13 lines 29-36) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 
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Regarding claim 22, which is dependent upon claim 17: 
Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 

wherein the manipulating comprises a replace manipulation. 

Lange, though, discloses; 

wherein the manipulating comprises a replace manipulation, (col. 
10 lines 20-63 in context of coL 13 lines 29-36) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract, These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 

Regarding clainfi 23, which is dependent upon claim 17: 
Slaughter does not explicitly disclose: 

wherein the manipulating comprises a send message manipulation. 

Lange, though, discloses: 

wherein the manipulating comprises a send message manipulation. 
(col. 10 lines 20-63 in context of col. 13 lines 29-36) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teachings of Lange for the benefit of Slaughter, because to do so 
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would have allowed one to implement a program that is operable to utilize a service 
within a network system, as taught by Lange in the Abstract. These references were all 
applicable to the same field of endeavor, i.e., network-based services. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. It 
is noted that Applicant's amendments have changed the scope of the claims. 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Conclusion 



Non-patent Literature 



US Patent Application Publications 



US Patents 



Tsai 

Weschler, Jr. 
Kumar at a! 
Slaughter et a! 



6.907,465 
6,757,720 
6,542,515 
6,868,447 



9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply Is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert M Stevens whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4102. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:00 - 2:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather R. Herndon can be reached on (571) 272-4136. The current fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. Additionally, the main number for Technology Center 2100 is (571) 272- 
2100. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Robert M. Stevens 
Reg. No. 47,972 
Art Unit 2176 

Date: November 26, 2005 
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